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By Thomas Q"Toole

Washington Post Staff Writer
SS Mej. Friedrich Buchardt was never called
before the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal even
though he was the commanding officer of one of
the most ruthless killing units of Hitler’s Einsatz-

gruppen in'World War II.

A second .SS figure with an equally grisly

_record, Brig. Gen. Franz Alfred Six, who was sup-
posed to hunt down every official of the Soviet .

Communist Party if the Nazis ever got to Moscow,

- was called to trial but sentenced to only six years .

in prison. Others convicted of the same crimes
were hanged. - o -

US. and other allied intelligence officials may

have helped Buchardt and Six ‘escape justice in
réturn for their collaboration after the war.
- Documents recently declassified by the :CIA
and turned over to.the National Archives identify
Buchardt and Six as members of the SS “guilty of
mass executions and atrocities during World* War
IL” The documents’ state that_Buchardt super-
vised the elimination of the Jewish ghetto in the
White Ruthenian city of Witebsk in 1943 and that
Six oversaw the murder of Jews the year before in
Smolensk, just west -of Witebsk. a

What did Buchardt and Six trade for their free-
dom? Docurnents released by the U.S. Army show
that Buchardt gave the chief of staff of Army in-
telligence an exhaustive 300-page analysis of
where the invading Nazis went wrong in refusing
to collaborate with anti-communists in the Baltic
countries and Byelorussia and White Ruthenia in
the western region of the Soviet Union. .

Other documents on file at the National Ar-
chives and st the British Foreign Office show that
Six gave the U.S. and British intelligence services

" the fruits of research he had done on the Kremlin

and the identity of key Communist leaders he had
been ordered to seize if the Nazis entered Moscow
as they expected to do in 1942. The charge to Six
from Gestapo Chief Henrich Himmler is docu-
mented in a British history of World War II by
E.K. Cookridge. o

“At the very least, Buchardt and Six-served the
US. as Cold War advisers,” said John Loftus, a
one-time Justice Department attorney now writ-

~ ing & book on the subject who has done research

THE WASHINGTON POST
4 NOVEMBER 1982

~ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-O1208ROOO100140057-6

on the role of the State Department’s Office of
Policy Coordination in recruiting anti-communist
Nazis at the end of the war. “Both men were very
certainly interviewed and interrogated at length
by State and Army intelligence after the war.”

.. Buchardt and Six have curious backgrounds, as
did so many of the Einsatzgruppen who were put
on trial at Nuremberg. Altogether, 24 Einsatz-
gruppen leaders were accused at Nuremberg of
supervising the ‘systematic murder of almost 2

- million people in Poland and the Soviet Union. -

.One prosecutor called what the Einsatz did the

. “biggest mass murder in histary.” - .

- . Only one of the 24 was & policeman. The rest
were educated at the best universities in Germany
and were described by one Nuremberg prosecutor
as a “collection of Jekyll and Hydes.” ‘

"By profession they included an architect, a high
* school teacher, a Lutheran minister, a dentist and

an opera singer. Two were economists, seven were
lawyers and one was a judge. Buchardt was a pro-

fessor of Savic history and Six a professor. of po-

litical science at the University of Konigsberg. -

“So many of these men had split personalities,”
a Nuremberg prosecutor said once. “On the sur-
face, not one was a killer.” , o

Clearly, Buchardt and Six had special expertise
of interest to Army end State Department inte}-
ligence 'in 1950, the year the Korean War began
angd the Cold War with the Soviet Union wors-
ened. ,

Born in Latvia and sent into the Baltic coun-

~ tries as an Ensatz officer right behind the invad-

. ing Wehrmacht, Buchardt had close-up knowledge

of the -anti-communist movements in Latvie, Es-
tonig, Lithuania and White Ruthenia. Six had his
knowledge of the Kremlin; Himmiler had ordered
~him to hunt down the Kremlin leaders and per-
sonally promoted him for his work in the Einsatz.
German Nazis were not the only Nazis re-
ccruited by the United States to work against the
Soviets after the war. Loftus will charge in his

upcoming book “The Belaris Secret” that the

- State Department's Office of Policy Coordination
recruited 4,000 Byelorussians who collaborated

_ with the Nazis and were members of self-defense

militias formed to assist the Einsatzgruppen in
rounding up and killing Jews. in the cities of
Minsk, Smolensk and Witebsk. ,

P NN

R -7

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100140057-6

(RN




